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Abstract 
All higher education curriculums in Thailand follow the Standard Criteria for Undergraduate and Graduate Programs passed by 
the Office of Higher Education, Ministry of Education.  LIS programs also agree with the Standard for Libraries in Higher 
Education set by former the Ministry of University Affairs.  This study compared courses offered in the curriculum of nine LIS 
master degree programs in Thai universities with IFLA Guidelines for Professional Library/ Information Programs, item G2: 
curriculum elements.  It was found that there are 43 courses on Application of ICT to all facets of Library and Information 
Products and Services; 28 courses on Information Resources Management; 12 courses on Assessing Information Needs and 
Designing Responsive Services. Only one course on Evaluation of Outcomes of Information and Library Use and two courses 
on local resources.  Other issues in G3: Curriculums are also discussed. 
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1. Introduction 
       The Ministry of Education has passed the Standard Criteria for Graduate Program (.Ministry of Education, 
2005) and Thailand Qualifications Framework for Higher Education (Ministry of Education, 2009) which all 
graduate programs in Thailand have to follow.  Library and Information Science programs also agree with the 
Standard for Libraries in Higher Education set by former the Ministry of University Affairs (2001). According to 
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social change and technological development LIS curricula have been changing continuously in many countries. 
Varalakshmi (2006) surveyed the need of Indian LIS Professionals and Alumni and suggested the revision of LIS 
programs in India; Nagata, et al. (2006) revealed that in Japan the topics on Library System Management and 
Foreign Languages have declined, on the contrary References Services; Information Literacy Instruction; 
Intellectual Property/Copyright have raised and Serviceability and Knowledge of Digitized Media are highly 
appreciated. Chu (2006) analyzed curricula of LIS programs in the USA. He found that more elective courses are 
offered while the core requirements are reduced as few as two courses.  In Greece a curricula in the framework of 
“integrated information” (with courses on information technologies and information science) is in use 
(Giannakopoulos et al., 2012). In Thailand Na Lampun, et al. (1998) surveyed LIS Master Degree curricula in Thai 
universities and found that courses are classified into eight groups, i.e. Organization and Management; Technical 
Services; Information Resources; Services; Information Technology; Seminar; Research; and Professional 
Training.  Four years later Surasiang and Tuamsuk (2002) analyzed LIS curricula of the same programs and found 
that there are slightly change.  Professional training courses declined while Communication Skills, Information 
Law and Information Resource Development emerged.  From then on research on LIS curriculum in Thai 
universities are not found. 
       Endorsed by the IFLA Professional Committee, IFLA (2012) has revised and launched the Guidelines for 
Professional Library/Information Educational Programs, which LIS Programs should value.  Thus the author aims 
to compare LIS master degree curricula in Thailand with the IFLA Guidelines hoping it would be useful for Thai 
LIS programs in their curriculum developing. 
 
2. Methodology 
        This study is a documentary research using content analysis technique.  The process is as follows: 
1. The author studied the IFLA Guidelines for Professional Library/ Information Educational Programs, 
2012  
2. Collected curricula of LIS master programs of nine universities, i.e. Burapa, Chiangmai, 
Chulalongkorn, Khonkaen, Prince of Songkla, Ramkamhang, Srinakarin Wirote, and Thammasat 
from their web sites 
3. Analyzed the course contents collected 
4. Matched the courses of the nine programs with 11 elements of IFLA Guidelines item G2   
5. Compared details of framework in G1 and G3 with The Standard Criteria for Graduate Program and 
the Thai Qualifications Framework for Higher Education (TQF: HEd)  
6. Made a conclusion 
 
3. IFLA Guidelines for Professional Library/Information Educational Programs 
      The Guidelines were endorsed by the IFLA Professional Committee at its meeting in August 2012 set the 
framework for library and information educational programs.  It comprises: 
 G1 The Larger Framework 
 G2 Curriculum elements 
 G3 Curriculum 
 G4 Faculty and Staff 
 G5 Students 
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 G6 Support 
G7 Instructional Resources and Facilities 
     Each item consists of objectives and principles with details 
  
      G1 The Larger Framework stated that LIS program should be comparable to other programs in the country 
doctoral level study and should be eligible to offer doctoral level study as other programs.  Details are described on 
mission, goals and objectives, and planning and evaluation. 
      G2 Curriculum elements suggested that the core elements of LIS curriculum should include: 
 1. The Information Environment, Societal impacts of the information society, Information Policy and 
Ethics, the History of  the Field. 
 2. Information Generation, Communication and use. 
 3. Assessing Information Needs and Designing Responsive Services. 
 4. The Information Transfer Process. 
 5. Information Resource Management to include Organization, Processing, Retrieval, Preservation and 
Conservation of Information in its various presentations and formats. 
 6. Research, Analysis and Interpretation of Information. 
 7. Application of Information and Communication of Technologies too all facets of Library and 
Information Products and Services. 
 8. Knowledge Management. 
 9. Management of Information Agencies. 
 10. Quantitative and Qualitative Evaluation of Outcomes of Information and Library Use. 
 11. Awareness of Indigenous Knowledge Paradigm. 
 
     G3 Curriculum principles covers: Public document; Breath of general education; Core library/information 
coursework; practicum; Transferable skills; Teaching methods; Continuing education and Regular review of 
curriculum. 
4. Standard Criteria for Graduate Programs and Thai Qualifications Framework for Higher Education 
(TQF: HEd) promulgated by the Ministry of Education, Thailand.  
      The Standard requires the criteria and set templates cover: 1. Philosophy and objects of the program.  2. 
Education system management.  3. Credit count. 4. Program structure. 5. Credit transfer. 6. Number and 
qualifications of faculty members. 7. Work load of supervisors for theses and independent studies. 8. Qualification 
of the applicant. 9. Registration and length of study. 10. Graduation requirement. 11. Quality assurance of 
curriculum. 
     Thai Qualifications Framework for Higher Education (TQF: HEd), sets guidelines for development and revision 
of curriculum also gives templates for course specifications covers: 1. General information. 2. Goals and 
objectives. 3. Status and operation. 4. Development of learning outcome. 5. Course syllabus and study assessment. 
6. Learning resources. 7. Course evaluation and development. The graduate will possess five skills, i.e. wisdom, 
virtue and ethics, knowledge, analytical thinking, human relationship and responsibility, mathematical analytic, 
communication and information technology. 
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5. Comparing LIS curricula in nine universities with IFLA Guidelines 
      Generally every graduate program has to use the curriculum templates of the Standard Criteria for Graduate 
Program when develop or revise curriculum, and fill the forms of the Thai Qualification Framework for Higher 
Education (TQF: HEd) for curriculum details and course specifications.  This is comparable to IFLA G1 and G3 as 
shown in Table 1 and 2 
     Table 1.  Comparing G1 with the Standard Criteria for Graduate Program 
                     G1 Larger framework            Standard Criteria          Note               
 The LIS programs should be   
    comparable to other programs, degree- 
    granting in university level eligible to  
    offer doctoral level study. 
 
 Mission 
 
 Goals and objectives 
 
 
 Planning and evaluation 
 Every graduate program are under the 
    same Standard Criteria and TQF:HEd. 
 
 
 
 no 
 
 #1 Philosophy and objectives of the  
    program 
 
 #12 Curriculum development 
 Stated in the  
    faculty and  
    university levels 
 
     Table 2.  Comparing G3 with LIS curriculum 
          G3 Curriculum Curriculum of LIS Program 
 The curriculum shall consist of series of courses and experiences 
    based on the program’s goals and objectives. 
 
 Provide theoretical framework for research and practice in LIS 
    field. 
 
 Public document, aims, prerequisites, contents, learning  
    outcomes, assessment methods for each course  within the  
    program are provided. 
 
 Breadth of general education 
 
 
 Core library/information coursework 
 
 Practicum 
 
 Transferable skills: communication, ability to work in team, time 
    and task management, analytical and problem solving skills 
 
 Teaching methods 
 
 Continuing education 
 
 Regular review of curriculum 
 yes 
 
 
 yes.  see Table3 
 
 
 yes. required in TQF:HEd #3 
 
 
 
 compulsory in undergraduate level  
    stated in Standard and Criteria for  
    Undergraduate  Program 
 yes, comply with Standard for  
    Libraries in Higher Education 
 in undergraduate level 
 
 TQF:HEd 
 
 
 TQF:HEd #3 
 
 no 
 
 Yes, at least every 5 years. Comply 
   with Standard Criteria 
 
      Comparing course contents of LIS master programs with IFLA G2, courses of the same, similar or related to 
elements in IFLA G2 are grouped according to those 11 elements.  It was found that there are 43 courses on 
Application of Information and Communication Technologies to Library and Information Products and Services, 
28 courses on Information Management, 12 courses on Assessing Information Needs and Designing Responsive 
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Services.  Only one course on Evaluation of Outcomes of Information and Library Use and two courses on local 
resources.  (Table3) 
Table 3 LIS course contents compared with IFLA G2 
Curriculum 
elements 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11  
Universities 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Burapa 1 1 - 4 3 2 5 1 1 - - LIS 
Chiang Mai 1 1 3 - 4 1 6 1 2 - 1 IS 
Chulalongk
orn 
1 - 1 1 8 1 5 2 2 - - LIS 
Khonkaen 1 2 1 - 4 1 4 2 - - - IM 
Prince of 
Songkla 
2 2 3 - 2 1 5 1 1 - 1 IM 
Ramkamha
eng 
- 2 1 1 3 1 3 - 1 1 - LIS 
Srinakarin 
Wirote 
1 1 1 1 1 1 7 1 2 - - IS 
Sukothaidh
ammathirat 
- - 1 - 1 1 2 1 1 - - IS 
Thammasat - 1 1 - 2 2 6 - 1 - - LIS 
Total 7 10 12 7 28 11 43 9 11 1 2  
 
Conclusion and Discussion 
       The Standard Criteria for Graduate Program and the Thailand Qualifications Framework for Higher Education 
have set standard and qualifications framework of curriculum and qualifications framework consistent with IFLA 
Guidelines for Professional Library/Information Educational Programs and cover most issues in G1 and G3.  What 
do not exist are: Mission, which was set in the faculty and university level; Time and task Management Skills 
which are essential skills and should be added to every program; and Continuing Education should also mention in 
the Standard for Libraries in Higher Education. 
       Founding in comparing courses with G2 elements, the element exists in only one course is Qualitative and 
Quantitative Evaluation of Outcomes of Information and Library use.  This should be re-think in curriculum 
development.  Without evaluation it is difficult to be better.  Other element found in only two curricula is 
Awareness of Indigenous Paradigms.  There are two courses on local resources in Chiangmai University and 
Prince of Songkla University.  In fact Thailand has various racial and ethnic peoples from the north to the south, 
from the east to the west.  Local people possess local knowledge, language and culture that descend from 
generation to generation.  So, this is the element LIS curriculum should be aware of as UNESCO (2013) 
mentioned: “These unique ways of knowing are important facets of the world’s cultural diversity, and provide a 
foundation for locally-appropriate sustainable development.”
 
Info envy social 
im
pact 
Info G
eneration, 
C
om
m
unication and use 
A
ssessing info needs 
and D
esigning 
Services 
Info Transfer Process 
Info R
esource 
M
anagem
ent 
R
esearch A
nalysis, 
Inter pret info 
A
pplication of IC
T 
K
now
ledge M
anagem
ent 
M
anagem
ent of info 
A
gencies 
Evaluation of info 
and Lib use 
Indigenous 
K
now
ledge 
Program
 Titles 
125 Tasana Saladyanant /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  147 ( 2014 )  120 – 125 
 
References 
 Alumni, in: Asia-Pacific Conference on Library &Information Education &Practice 2006, edited by C. Khoo, D. Singh & A.S. Chaudhry.  
Singapore. 
Chu, H. (2006).  Curricula of LIS Programs in the USA: A Content Analysis, in Asia-Pacific Conference on Library&Information Education 
&Practice 2006, edited by C. Khoo, D. Singh & A.S. Chaudhry.  Singapore. 
Giannakopoulos, G., Kyriaki – Manesi, D. and  Zervos, S., Assessing the Curriculum of the LIS Dept. of the TEI of Athens (2012). Teaching 
Information as an Integrated Field (2012). Education for Information 29, pp. 163 -183. 
IFLA.  (2012). Guidelines for Professional Library/Information Educational Programs, 2012.  http://www.ifla.org/ 
Ministry of Education. (2005). Standard Criteria for Graduate Program.  Bangkok. 
Ministry of Education. (2009). Thailand Qualifications Framework for Higher Education.  Bangkok. 
Ministry of University Affairs. (1999).  Standard for Libraries in Higher Education.  Bangkok. 
Na Lampun, R., et al. (1998). Curricula of Master Degree Library and Information Science Programs in Public Universities.  Chiangmai: 
Chiang Mai University. 
Nagata,H., et al. (2006). Body of Professional Knowledge Required for Academic Libraries in Japan, in Asia-   
        Pacific Conference on Library&Information Education &Practice 2006, edited by C. Khoo, D. Singh & A.S.   
  Surasiang M. & Tuamsuk, K. (2002). A Curriculum Analysis of the Master of Library and Information SciencePrograms in Thailand. Library 
and Information Science. KKU vol.20, p. 15-31. 
UNESCO. (2013). Local and Indigenous Knowledge.  http://www.unesco.org/ new/ en/ natural sciences/ priority areas/ links/ 
Varalakshmi, R.S.V. (2006). Educating 21st Century: A survey of Indian LIS Professionals and LIS Professionals and Alumni. In A-LIEP 2006. 
Proceedings of the Asia-Pacific Conference on Library & Information Education & Practice 2006. Khoo, C.,  Singh, D. & Chaudhry, A.S.  
(Eds.). Singapore. 
 
